
DC3 Daily Schedule 

Morning Briefing 

Daily Activities 

Afternoon/Evening Update 

 Weather Briefing 

Exact times of these events vary depending on current plan 
1. Flying active convection in CO, OK/TX, AL 
2. Flying a downwind outflow plume next day 
3. Flying a downwind outflow plume 
4. No flights 



Announce plans 

?-8:20 AM 
Work on forecast 

for each DC3 region 

Forecasting report to the 
PI group 

08:20-08:50 

Daily planning 
meeting 

Earliest take off time 

DC3 Daily schedule for active storm in Oklahoma flight day 

no flight the following day 

Instrument/aircraft  
preparation for 

flight 

Instrument status summary; 
Gather any add’l info 

Update pilots, mission 
scientists and 

coordinators on weather 

Nowcasting 

13:00             14:00             15:00             16:00            17:00             18:00             19:00             20:00             21:00            22:00 

Nowcasting 

Flight 

Instrument status 
uploaded 

Post flight 
debriefing 

with weather 
update 

Update weather 
forecast 

CDT 

CDT 

07:00                 08:00                  09:00                  10:00                  11:00                  12:00                  13:00 

Sunset for OKC 
/ Lubbock 

Sunrise for OKC 
/ Lubbock  

storm sampling transit transit 



DC3 Daily schedule for active storm in 
Oklahoma flight day 

08:30 Weather Briefing / Instrument Status Update 

09:00 Morning Briefing 

10:00 Announce Final Decision 

10:00-13:00 Aircraft & Instrument Preparations 

  Nowcasting begins 

13:00 Take-off 

20:30 Landing 

20:45 Afternoon/Evening Update 

 



DC3 Daily schedule for active storm in 

Oklahoma flight day 

downwind flight next day 

08:30 Weather Briefing / Instrument Status Update 

09:00 Morning Briefing 

10:00 Announce Final Decision 

10:00-13:00 Aircraft & Instrument Preparations 

  Nowcasting begins 

13:00 Take-off 

19:00 Landing 

19:15 Afternoon/Evening Update 

 



DC3 Daily schedule for active storm in 
Colorado flight day 

08:30 Weather Briefing / Instrument Status Update 

09:00 Morning Briefing 

10:00 Announce Final Decision 

10:00-13:00 Aircraft & Instrument Preparations 

  Nowcasting begins 

14:00 Take-off 

21:30 Landing 

21:45 Afternoon/Evening Update 

 



DC3 Daily schedule for active storm in 
Alabama flight day 

06:30 Weather Briefing / Instrument Status Update 

07:00 Morning Briefing 

08:00 Announce Final Decision 

08:00-11:00 Aircraft & Instrument Preparations 

  Nowcasting begins 

11:00 Take-off 

18:30 Landing 

18:45 Afternoon/Evening Update 

 



DC3 Daily schedule for downwind UT 
convective outflow flight day 

06:30 Weather Briefing / Instrument Status Update 

07:00 Morning Briefing 

08:00 Announce Final Decision 

08:00-11:00 Aircraft & Instrument Preparations 

  Nowcasting begins 

11:00 Take-off 

18:30 Landing 

18:45 Afternoon/Evening Update 

 



DC3 Daily schedule for no flight day 

08:30 Weather Briefing / Instrument Status Update 

09:00 Morning Briefing 

10:00 Announce Final Decision 

10:00-16:30 Aircraft & Instrument Maintenance 

  Forecasting / Modeling Maintenance 

  Take a break 

16:30 Afternoon/Evening Update 

 





Announce plans 

?-6:20 AM 
Work on forecast 

for each DC3 region 

Forecasting report to the 
PI group 

06:20-06:50 

Daily planning 
meeting 

Earliest take off time 

DC3 Daily schedule for active storm in Alabama flight day 

no flight the following day 

Instrument/aircraft  
preparation for 

flight 

Instrument status summary; 
Gather any add’l info 

Update pilots, mission 
scientists and 

coordinators on weather 

Nowcasting 

11:00             12:00             13:00             14:00            15:00             16:00             17:00             18:00             19:00            20:00 

Nowcasting 

Flight 

Instrument status 
uploaded 

Post flight 
debriefing 

with weather 
update 

Update weather 
forecast 

CDT 

CDT 

05:00                 06:00                  07:00                  08:00                  09:00                  10:00                  11:00 

Sunset for Huntsville 
/ Salina 

Sunrise for 
Huntsville 

storm sampling transit transit 



Announce plans 

?-8:20 AM 
Work on forecast 

for each DC3 region 

Forecasting report to the 
PI group 

08:20-08:50 

Daily planning 
meeting 

Earliest take off time 

DC3 Daily schedule for active storm in Colorado flight day 

no flight the following day 

Instrument/aircraft  
preparation for 

flight 

Instrument status summary; 
Gather any add’l info 

Update pilots, mission 
scientists and 

coordinators on weather 

Nowcasting 

14:00             15:00             16:00             17:00            18:00             19:00             20:00             21:00             22:00            23:00 

Nowcasting 

Flight 

Instrument status 
uploaded 

Post flight 
debriefing 

with weather 
update 

Update weather 
forecast 

CDT 

CDT 

07:00                 08:00                  09:00                  10:00                  11:00                  12:00                  13:00 

Sunset for 
Salina / Denver 

(2020 MDT) 

Sunrise for 
Denver 

(0530 MDT) 

storm sampling transit transit 



Announce plans 

?-8:20 AM 
Work on forecast 

for each DC3 region 

Forecasting report to the 
PI group 

08:20-08:50 

Daily planning 
meeting 

Earliest take off time Instrument/aircraft  
preparation for 

flight 

Instrument status summary; 
Gather any add’l info 

Update pilots, mission 
scientists and 

coordinators on weather 

Nowcasting 

13:00             14:00             15:00             16:00            17:00             18:00             19:00             20:00             21:00            22:00 

Nowcasting 

Flight 
Instrument status 

uploaded 

Post flight 
debriefing 

with weather 
update 

Update weather 
forecast 

DC3 Daily schedule for Oklahoma storm flight day 

Downwind flight the following day 

CDT 

CDT 

07:00                 08:00                  09:00                  10:00                  11:00                  12:00                  13:00 

Sunset for 
Salina 

Sunrise for 
Salina 



Announce plans 

?-6:20 AM 
Work on forecast 

for each DC3 region 

Forecasting report to the 
PI group 

06:20-06:50 

Daily planning 
meeting 

Earliest take off time Instrument/aircraft  
preparation for 

flight 

Instrument status summary; 
Gather any add’l info 

Update pilots, mission 
scientists and 

coordinators on weather 

Nowcasting 

11:00             12:00             13:00             14:00            15:00             16:00             17:00             18:00             19:00            20:00 

Nowcasting 

Flight 

Instrument status 
uploaded 

Post flight 
debriefing 

with weather 
update 

Update weather 
forecast 

DC3 Daily schedule for flight day 

Downwind flight 
60 min transit (Minneapolis) 

CDT 

CDT 

05:00                 06:00                  07:00                  08:00                  09:00                  10:00                  11:00 

Sunset for 
Salina 

Sunrise for 
Salina 

outflow sampling transit transit 



Announce plans 

?-8:20 AM 
Work on forecast 

for each DC3 region 

Forecasting report to the 
PI group 

08:20-08:50 

Daily planning 
meeting 

Instrument / 
Aircraft  

maintenance 

Instrument status summary; 
Gather any add’l info 

Forecasting / Modeling 
maintenance 

 

Instrument / 
Aircraft  

maintenance 

Instrument status 
uploaded 

Afternoon 
meeting 

Update weather 
forecast 

DC3 Daily schedule for no flight day 

No flight; Maintenance day 

CDT 

CDT 

07:00                 08:00                  09:00                  10:00                  11:00                  12:00                  13:00 

Forecasting / Modeling maintenance 

13:00                 14:00                  15:00                  16:00                  17:00                  18:00                  19:00 



Announce plans 

?-8:20 AM 
Work on forecast 

for each DC3 region 

Forecasting report to the 
PI group 

08:20-08:50 

Daily planning 
meeting 

Take a break! Instrument status summary; 
Gather any add’l info 

Forecasting / Modeling 
maintenance 
Take a break 

 

Take a break 
Instrument status 

uploaded 

Afternoon 
meeting 

Update weather 
forecast 

DC3 Daily schedule for no flight day 

No flight; No access to aircraft 

CDT 

CDT 

07:00                 08:00                  09:00                  10:00                  11:00                  12:00                  13:00 

Forecasting / Modeling maintenance 
Take a break 

13:00                 14:00                  15:00                  16:00                  17:00                  18:00                  19:00 


