April 6th, 2006

IWGADTS Minutes

April 5th, 2006

Boulder, CO

The second working meeting of the Inter-agency Working Group for Airborne Data and Telemetry Systems was held at the NCAR Center Green Lab in Boulder Colorado, April 5th, 2006.  Attendees represented NCAR, JSC, ARC, NASA Wallops, UND, University of Wyoming and DFRC.  The purpose was to continue work on standard data-feeds for, a) the short to medium term and b) for the long term.

Administrative

· The next meeting was set for October 5th, 2006 in Boulder.

· We reviewed previous minutes and action items.

· It was discussed that we should brief ICCAGRA at their May meeting..

Briefings

· Chris Webster of NCAR EOL gave a briefing/demo of his work and use of Google Earth and Google Maps for real-time flight tracking.

· Larry Freudinger of NASA Dryden gave a briefing/demo of his work and use of Google Earth for flight tracking.

.
Discussion

· Legacy instruments were discussed in regard to real-time data feeds and it was agreed that the philosophy would be ‘no instrument left behind’.  The software engineers in the group consider this no problem.  Action item to test ethernet to serial converters in a pressure/temperature chamber.
· The “trivial” real-time feed format and list of variables was discussed and voted upon.   The Draft is available for circulation and comment [0].  All parameters in the feed will be “best” or “reference” by that platform and documented by that platform.
· An immediate post-flight product of the IWG1 ASCII file will be made available.

· Data embargo of PI contributed data was discussed and decided it was not our problem.

· Chris Webster briefed the group on NcML [1] as a possible schema to represent real-time data feeds and data files.  Briefing included NCARs netCDF conventions [2] for aircraft data.
· Following this it was decided we needed a strategic plan and our vision of the future.  Also a white paper on our requirements for a schema that could be presented to several groups [of students] to evaluate and see what they would come up with.

· A survey of our user base will be conducted regarding future needs.  Action item to get an “exposed” wiki up for the group to contribute questions for the survey.
· Chris gave a brief demo of Unidata’s Integrated Data Viewer (IDV) display package.

Meeting ended at 5:00 pm.
0 http://www.eol.ucar.edu/iwgadts/TrivialFormat.html
1 http://www.eol.ucar.edu/raf/Software/netCDF.html
2 http://www.unidata.ucar.edu/software/netcdf/ncml
   http://www.vets.ucar.edu/luca/netcdf/netcdf_mom.html
