Charter 

INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP FOR AIRBORNE DATA AND TELECOMMUNICATION SYSTEMS  

The Interagency Coordinating Committee for Airborne Geosciences Research and Applications (ICCAGRA) is established to improve cooperation, foster awareness, facilitate communication among sponsoring agencies having airborne platforms and instruments for research and applications, and serve as a resource to senior level management on airborne geosciences issues. The Committee addresses interagency: cooperation issues as they pertain to the use of airborne platforms and instrument payloads for individual investigators as well as national and international field campaigns. The Interagency Working Group for Airborne Data and Telecommunications Systems (IWGADTS) is organized as a subgroup to the ICCAGRA for the purpose of developing recommendations for technical standards to increase interoperability between airborne platforms and instrument payloads, to produce increased synergy with DoD research programs with similar goals, and to enable the suborbital layer of the Global Observing System of Systems.
Purpose and Functions 

The primary purpose of the IWGADTS is to increase the effective utilization of the Federal airborne fleet in support of airborne geoscience research programs conducted by the individual agencies. Specifically, the IWGADTS will: 
1. Identify interagency needs for data and networked systems.
2. Improve interoperability of airborne platforms between agencies.
3. Enhance opportunities for interagency sharing of aircraft resources, airborne instrumentation and data to minimize duplication, and to expand science investigators' access to interagency assets.
4. Provide technical standards recommendations to senior level decision makers.
5. Evaluate the current state of interoperability and recommend, as appropriate, interagency standards to facilitate the development of common data and networking systems leading to a fully interoperable global observing system which includes suborbital and space-based components.
6. Encourage international participation.
Structure 

The IWGADTS will consist of representatives from the principal geosciences research aircraft sponsoring agencies, e.g., NASA, NOAA, NSF, DOE, DOD, DOI, and ONR. A Chairman and an Executive Secretary will be elected annually from the principal agencies. 
Meetings 

Committee meetings will be called by the Chairman, who will also approve the agenda. The Committee will meet at least quarterly for the first year and thereafter on a suitable schedule as decided by committee members, but no less than two times per year. Minutes of each meeting will be prepared by the Executive Secretary and distributed in a timely manner to all participants. 
Review 

The charter for this committee will be reviewed every three years, commencing February, 2005, in consideration for continuation. 
Membership
An agency or group wishing to join should request membership by Email to the chairman.  This will then be forwarded and decided upon by the existing members.
A member may withdraw from the committee at anytime by sending an Email to the chairman.
